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Anne of Green Gables: A Literary Icon at 100
Exhibit Opening & Symposium 

Saturday, May 31, 2008

Lillooet Room (Exhibit) & Dobson Room (Symposium)

Irving Barber Learning Center
University of British Columbia Library

* * * 

Organized by 
Ryerson University's Modern Literature & Culture Research Center 
With the Support of the Social Sciences and Research Council of Canada and the International Canadian Studies Centre at UBC
These May 31 events mark the opening of the exhibition Anne of Green Gables: A Literary Icon at 100, May 31 to June 8, 2008. The exhibit takes place in the Historic Lillooet Room, Irving Barber Learning Center; the exhibit symposium takes place in the adjoining Dobson Room. 
Both the Exhibit and the exhibit symposium are open to the public.

ALL WELCOME

Exhibit Symposium Program 
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM, Dobson Room  
Anne of Green Gables: A Literary Icon at 100: Leading and Emerging Scholars Reflect on Anne of Green Gables in the Centenary Year / Chair: Irene Gammel 

This round table of scholars is dedicated to taking stock of Canada's most famous literary icon at its centenary anniversary, L. M. Montgomery's Anne of Green Gables. What is behind the popularity of the novel? What is its current global value and status? What is its future in Canada and the world? Each speaker, a recognized or emerging scholar, has five minutes to make a brief statement, which can be personal and scholarly, before we open to general discussion and audience question and answer.

Participants include Deirdre Baker, University of Toronto; Dr. Cecily Devereux, University of Alberta; Dr. Janice Fiamengo, University of Ottawa; Dr. Irene Gammel, Ryerson University; Dr. Carole Gerson, Simon Fraser University; Dr. Benjamin Lefebvre, University of Alberta, L. M. Montgomery Research Group; Dr. Mavis Reimer, Canada Research Chair in the Culture of Childhood, University of Winnipeg; Dr. Margaret Steffler, Trent University, L. M. Montgomery Society of Ontario; 

Refreshments

12:15 AM – 1:00 AM, Dobson Room 

Looking for Anne; Exhibit Opening and Booksigning: With Curator and Author Irene Gammel 

The exhibit opening talk in Dobson Room is followed by an exhibit tour and book signing by Irene Gammel in Lillooet Room. Irene Gammel’s book Looking for Anne: How Lucy Maud Montgomery Dreamed Up a Literary Classic (Key Porter) accompanies the exhibit as the catalogue. Refreshments will be served. 
1:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

Guided Tours of the Exhibit in Lillooet 

4:00 4:30 PM Anne of Green Gables: New Directions 
A Workshop Co-hosted with the University of Toronto Press 
A workshop for contributors to the collection of essays edited by Irene Gammel and tentatively titled Anne of Green Gables: New Directions (papers due August 15). Informal question and answer format.  
Refreshments 

4:45 PM – 6:00 PM, Dobson Room 
Anne of Green Gables: New Directions at 100

ACCUTE: Association for Canadian College and University Teachers of English 

Organizers/Chair: Irene Gammel and Benjamin Lefebvre 

Alexander MacLeod (Saint Mary’s), “On the Road from Bright River: Shifting Social Space in Anne of Green Gables”

Jason Nolan (Ryerson) “Anne of the Undead: Changeling Child and the Uncanny in Avonlea”

Alison Matthews David and Kimberly Wahl (Ryerson) “Taste and Transformation: Negotiating Codes of Fashion in Avonlea”

6:00 – 7:00 PM Exhibit Tour 
Lillooet Room 
SYMPOSIUM PARTICIPANT BIOS IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER  
DEIRDRE BAKER teaches children’s literature at the University of Toronto, reviews children’s literature for the Toronto Star and is the author of the children’s novel Becca at Sea. 

CECILY DEVEREUX is an Associate Professor of English at the University of Alberta. She specializes in the literature of English Canada in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and in problems of gender and imperialism. Some of her recent work includes two books, Nellie McClung and the Fiction of Eugenic Feminism and a scholarly edition of Montgomery's Anne of Green Gables.

JANICE FIAMENGO is an Associate Professor of English at the University of Ottawa. She is the author of The Woman’s Page: Writing and Rhetoric in Early Canada (forthcoming from the University of Toronto Press), and editor of Other Selves: Animals in the Canadian Literary Imagination, which considers more than a century of Canadian representations of animal life in the context of burgeoning interest in animal rights and ethics. She has also published extensively on L. M. Montgomery and is currently expanding her research into the area of Canadian Christian writing. 

IRENE GAMMEL holds a Canada Research Chair in Modern Literature and Culture at Ryerson University in Toronto.  She is the author and editor of eight books including Looking for Anne: How Lucy Maud Montgomery Dreamed Up A Literary Classic (Toronto: Key Porter, New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2008), a definitive study of Anne of Green Gables; Baroness Elsa—A Cultural Biography (voted one of the top 25 books of 2002 by New York’s Village Voice) and several scholarly books of essays, including Making Avonlea (PEI Heritage Award) and The Intimate Life of L. M. Montgomery. She is the curator of the exhibit Anne of Green Gables: A Canadian Icon at 100 in venues in Vancouver, Winnipeg, Ottawa, Toronto, and Prince Edward Island, May 2008 – March 30, 2009.
CAROLE GERSON  is a Professor of English at Simon Fraser University. She has published extensively on many early Canadian women writers, including Pauline Johnston, Susanna Moodie, and L.M. Montgomery, and has just completed the Introduction to a reprint of Marshall Saunder’s 1901 novel, ‘Tilda Jane: An Orphan in Search of a Home (Formac, 2008).  Gerson was a member of the cross-Canada editorial team working on The History of the Book in Canada / Histoire du livre et du l'imprimé au Canada, for which she is co-editing Volume III (1918-80) with Jacques Michon. 
BENJAMIN LEFEBVRE is the co-chair of the L.M. Montgomery Research Group and a  SSHRC postdoctoral fellow in the Department of English and Film Studies at the University of Alberta, where he currently studies "Branding a Life: The Case of L.M. Montgomery(TM)." He has published many articles related to L.M. Montgomery, Canadian literature and culture, nationalism and citizenship, and literary and media texts for young people. In addition to co-chairing the L.M. Montgomery Research Group, he is preparing Montgomery's unpublished final novel, The Blythes Are Quoted, for publication. 

ALEXANDER MACLEOD is Assistant Professor of English and Undergraduate Coordinator of Atlantic Canada Studies at Saint Mary’s University. His research focuses on the relationship between literary regionalism, spatial theory, and postmodernism. 

ALISON MATTHEWS DAVID is an Assistant Professor in the School of Fashion at Ryerson University. She holds a PhD in Art History from Stanford University. She has published on synthetic dyes, colour theory and the aesthetic movement, Victorian riding habits and the 'fast woman', military uniforms and early Vogue magazine. She is currently working on fashion in Lucy Maud Montgomery's Anne novels with Dr. Kimberly Wahl, and writing a book entitled Fashion Victims: Death by Clothing (Berg Publishers) on clothing causing bodily harm to its makers and wearers.

JASON NOLAN is an Assistant Professor, School of Early Childhood Education and a member of the Masters in Early Childhood Studies, Ryerson University. He is a fellow with the McLuhan Program in Culture and Technology at the University of Toronto, and co-founder of the LM Montgomery Research Group. He is a co-editor of the journals Learning Inquiry, the Journal of Dracula Studies, The Harrow: Original 
Works of Horror and Fantasy, and the Harrow anthology Midnight Lullabies.

MAVIS REIMER holds the Canada Research Chair in the Culture of Childhood. at the University of Winnipeg. An Associate Professor in the Department of English, she is the co-author, with Perry Nodelman, of The Pleasures of Children's Literature (3rd ed. New York: Allyn and Bacon, 2003) and editor of Such a Simple Little Tale: Critical Responses to L.M. Montgomery's Anne of Green Gables  (1992. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, c. 2003). 
MARGARET STEFFLER is an Associate Professor in the Department of English Literature at Trent University. Her current areas of research include Canadian women’s life-writing, the production and reception of Canadian children’s literature, and the construction of girlhood in Canadian fiction.
KIM WAHL is an Associate Professor in the School of Fashion at Ryerson University. She holds a PhD in Art History. Kimberly Wahl believes fashion is an important way of expressing our identity.
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