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LAURA BROWN is a graduating student in Arts and Contemporary Studies at Ryerson University. Her research focuses on the novel’s popularity and the myriad of spin-off products. She is also one of the organizers of the Ryerson Showcase. 
SITTIPON CHANARAT is a graduating student in Arts and Contemporary Studies at Ryerson University. Sittipon was first daunted by Anne of Green Gables’ predominantly female cast, but once he started reading the book, he couldn’t put it down. He is also one of the organizers of the Ryerson Showcase. 
NICOLE DOWNES, one of the organizers of the Ryerson Showcase, is a fourth-year year Arts and Contemporary studies major, working towards a minor in human resources management. She also has an avid love for European and technological history, and her future academic interests concern examining the popularity of Asian cultural products in the western world, specifically Japanese anime, pop music and manga.

CECILE FARNUM has an MA in History from York University, and an MLIS from the University of Toronto.  She has been a librarian at the Ryerson University Library since 2004. Cecile's interest in Anne began as a young girl seeing the Anne of Green Gables movie on tv, and she revived that interest after creating an exhibition catalogue of book covers from the Anne series at the Fisher Collection as part of her course work for her Masters in Information Studies. Her presentation at the Ryerson Showcase builds on that earlier research.  
JESSICA FREY is Masters Student with the Ryerson/York Communications and Culture program.  She is a professionally trained musical theatre performer with a BA Honours from Brock University. Notable former roles include Annie, Mimi in Rent, and the understudy for Ariel in Footloose. Jessica wishes to extend a thank you to Royal City Musical Productions for the gracious loan of the costume.
IRENE GAMMEL holds a Canada Research Chair in Modern Literature and Culture at Ryerson University in Toronto.  She is the author and editor of eight books including Looking for Anne: How Lucy Maud Montgomery Dreamed Up A Literary Classic (Toronto: Key Porter, New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2008), a definitive study of Anne of Green Gables; Baroness Elsa—A Cultural Biography (voted one of the top 25 books of 2002 by New York’s Village Voice) and several scholarly books of essays, including Making Avonlea (PEI Heritage Award) and The Intimate Life of L. M. Montgomery. She is the curator of the exhibit Anne of Green Gables: A Canadian Icon at 100 in venues in Vancouver, Winnipeg, Ottawa, Toronto, and Prince Edward Island, May 2008 – March 30, 2009.
HILDI FROESE TIESSEN, a professor at the University of Waterloo, has collaborated with Paul Tiessen on a number of critical works concerning L.M. Montgomery including their jointly-authored After Green Gables: L.M. Montgomery's Letters to Ephraim Weber, 1916-1941 (University of Toronto Press, 2006). She is also the author of “A Mennonite Novelist’s Journey (from) Home: Ephraim Weber’s Encounters with S.F. Coffman and L.M. Montgomery” (The Conrad Grebel Review 24.2 [2006]: 84-108), “The Story of a Novel: How We Found Ephraim Weber's Three Mennonite Maids" (Journal of Mennonite Studies), and “The conflicted worlds behind the letters of L.M. Montgomery and Ephraim Weber" (in Storm and Dissonance: L.M. Montgomery and Conflict [Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2008]).

NAOMI HAMER is a doctoral candidate at the Centre for the Study of Children, Youth and Media, at the Institute of Education, University of London, UK. Her doctoral research focuses on the reading and media cultures of preadolescent girls. 

PAMELA HANCOCK is a Branch Head librarian at the Forest Hill Branch, Toronto Public Library. She received a BFA from York University and a Master of Library Science from University of Toronto. She has been knitting and crafting since she was seven years old having been taught by her mother and grandmother in England. She has been collecting vintage knitting patterns for almost as long. She started living in Avonlea about a year before learning to knit and has always loved the Anne books.
ANN F. HOWEY, is an Assistant Professor in the Department of English Language & Literature at Brock University. She is the author of Rewriting the Women of Camelot: Arthurian Popular Fiction and Feminism (Greenwood, 2001), and of “’She looked down to Camelot’: Anne Shirley, Sullivan, and the Lady of Shalott,” Making Avonlea: L. M. Montgomery and Popular Culture (University of Toronto Press, 2002). 
HELEN HOY, English and Women’s Studies, University of Guelph, has published Modern English-Canadian Prose (Gale, 1983), coedited with Thomas King and Cheryl Calver The Native in Literature (ECW, 1987), and published articles on Canadian fiction, Hugh MacLennan, Gabrielle Roy, Robertson Davies, Henry James, and Alice Munro. Her latest book, How Should I Read These? Native Women Writers in Canada (U of Toronto P, 2001), examines the problematics of reading and teaching First Nations writing from the perspective of a cultural outsider. It includes chapters on Maria Campbell, Jeannette Armstrong, Ruby Slipperjack, Beatrice Culleton Mosionier, Beverly Hungry Wolf, Lee Maracle, and Eden Robinson. Helen Hoy has taught at the Universities of Toronto, Manitoba, Lethbridge, Minnesota, and Guelph. 

MADALINA HUBERT is a Masters student in the division of Humanities at York University. Her interests lie in literature, particular in
literature’s ability to both educate and entertain the reader, an interest which she intends to pursue for her Major Research Project. She completed her undergraduate degree at the Glendon College of York University, where she has completed a major in English and a minor in French Studies.

ELIZABETH HUMPHREY is a graduating student in Arts and Contemporary Studies at Ryerson University, but she is returning in the Fall to enroll in Fashion Merchandising. Her research examines the role of fashion in Anne of Green Gables. She is also one of the organizers of the Ryerson Showcase. 
YUKA KAJIHARA is a Collection Assistant for the Osborne Collection of Early Children's Books of the Toronto Public Library.  She is co-founder of the LM Montgomery Research Group, and has written for many national magazines in Japan, and her book Akage no An wo kakitaku nakatta Montgomery: Anne and After on the life of LM Montgomery in Ontario was published in 2000.

BENJAMIN LEFEBVRE is a SSHRC postdoctoral fellow in the Department of English and Film Studies at the University of Alberta. His project is entitled "Branding a Life: The Case of L.M. Montgomery(TM)." He has published many articles related to L.M. Montgomery, Canadian literature and culture, nationalism and citizenship, and literary and media texts for young people. In addition to co-chairing the L.M. Montgomery Research Group, he is preparing Montgomery's unpublished final novel, The Blythes Are Quoted, for publication. 

LESLIE MCGRATH is the head of the Osborne Collection of Early Children's Books in the Toronto Public Library. 

ELIZABETH MACLEOD is an award-winning writer of children’s books. She has written more than thirty books and is best known for writing biographies, including Lucy Maud Montgomery: A Writer’s Life (for eight to twelve year olds) and, most recently, Lucy Maud Montgomery (a First Reader). Liz has given many presentations to both adults and children about the fascinating people who are the subjects of her books.

JASON NOLAN is an Assistant Professor, School of Early Childhood Education and a member of the Masters in Early Childhood Studies, Ryerson University. He is a fellow with the McLuhan Program in Culture and Technology at the University of Toronto, and co-founder of the LM Montgomery Research Group. He is a co-editor of the journals Learning Inquiry, the Journal of Dracula Studies, The Harrow: Original 
Works of Horror and Fantasy, and the Harrow anthology Midnight Lullabies.

MARGARET STEFFLER is an Associate Professor in the Department of English Literature at Trent University. Her current areas of research include Canadian women’s life-writing, the production and reception of Canadian children’s literature, and the construction of girlhood in Canadian
fiction.

JUDY STOFFMAN is a literary journalist on the staff of The Toronto Star. She has Masters of Arts in English from Sussex University in England and an honours BA from the University of British Columbia. In addition to authoring many articles related to L. M. Montgomery and other topics, she is the author of “Anne in Japanese Popular Culture” (Canadian Children’s Literature [1998]).   
PAUL TIESSEN is a professor in the English Department at Wilfrid Laurier University. He is the coeditor of After Green Gables: The Letters of L.M. Montgomery to Ephraim Weber, 1916-1941 (University of Toronto Press, 2006), and author of "Epistolary Performance: Writing Mr. Weber" in The Intimate Life of L.M. Montgomery (University of Toronto Press, 2005) and "Lucy Maud Montgomery's Ephraim Weber (1870-1956): 'a slight degree of literary recognition'," Journal of Mennonite Studies 11 (1993): 43-54, all with Hildi Froese Tiessen. His essay, "Opposing pacifism: L.M. Montgomery and the trouble with Ephraim Weber," appears in Storm and Dissonance: L.M. Montgomery and Conflict (Cambridge Scholarly Publishing, 2008). With support from the SSHRC, he is currently working on a project, "Modernism Beyond McLuhanism: Literary modernism, mass media, and the construction of the spectator in Canada, 1920-1980."


JULIE-ANN WASHINGTON is a fourth-year Arts and Contemporary Studies student who is also taking a minor in marketing.  Upon graduation in the spring of 2008 she hopes to secure a position in marketing and events planning. Being a part of the Anne Centenary Conference Committee has been an important opportunity to hone her skills in communication, fundraising, and publicity, while also allowing her to conduct research into a favourite childhood literary classic.  
MANDY WILSON is a fourth-year Arts and Contemporary Studies Student at Ryerson University. She has been interested in Anne of Green Gables since her childhood days. She is currently researching the cover art prepared by Toronto artist Hilton Hassell for the first Canadian editions published by the Ryerson Press. Mandy is also one of the organizers of the Ryerson Showcase. 
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